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with the secular art of painters and architects they have
little to show that is characteristically religious: for,
through Zen, religion has done its work in inspiring the
'secular'.
II
After the Ashikaga another era of war between great
barons is accompanied by a growing demand for peace and
for a strong hand: and by the beginning of the seventeenth
century the great Tqkugawa family was supreme. Fore-
runners of this era of reconstruction and moderni-
zation are three remarkable leaders—Oda Nobunaga,
Toyotomi Hideyoshi, and Tokugawa leyasu. Nobunaga
(1534-82), son of a country gentleman and known in his
youth as 'my Lord the Fool', made himself master of
Kyoto, and deposed the Shogun in 1573, and though he
could not assume the title—now hereditary in the Mina-
moto clan—he usurped the functions of the Shogunate.
After long struggles in which Hideyoshi, an ugly
adventurer of amazing courage and ambition nicknamed
'Monkey-face', and leyasu, a very wise scion of the Mina-
moto, helped him, Nobunaga subdued his rivals, mastered
the Buddhist abbots, flirted with the Jesuits, and finally
broke the power of feudal lords, laying the foundations
for a unified government. As he was burning monasteries
and slaying monks on Hiei San a general protested, only
to be told 'I must give peace to the empire and re-establish
the throne. For these ends I go in daily peril/ And he
comforted himself with the lines:
The fool alone fears death; the idler dreams life away.
Man dies but once; let death be swift and grand, I pray.
His prayer was heard, and at the height of his vigour
this vivid figure, the last of the great mediaeval barons,
met his end. Imprisoned in a Buddhist temple, he is said
to have committed harakiri,1 the last refuge of a Japanese
gentleman from disgrace, and his body was burnt in the
flames of this last of the many temples he had destroyed,
1 Suicide by disembowelling.

